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out was not followed tip by any counter-attack. During the next few years he was enabled to complete the subjugation, first of Serbia, and then of Bosnia on the west, and of Wallachia on the northeast Albania, led by the heroic Skanderbeg, successfully held him at bay; but the Morea was annexed, and all the islands of the JEgean were brought under the Ottoman sway with the exception of Rhodes, where the Knights of St. John held their own. After the death of Skanderbeg, Mohamrneded wrested Albania from the Venetians, who sought to defend it. His last enterprise was the capture of Otranto, which he intended to use as a base for the conquest of Italy; but his death in the following year, 1481, set the term to his ambitions. The Turks evacuated Otranto, and for a time their progress in Europe was suspended.
After the relief of Belgrade, Venice was the only one of the states of Western Europe which was engaged in active warfare against the Turks. The sea was necessarily the field of her activities. The strain was too great for her single-handed; and after sixteen years, the war, which began ten years after the fall of Constantinople, was concluded by a peace which left her deprived of what she had previously held in Greece and in the -^Egean Sea, but granted her trading privileges in the East in return for an annual tribute. " Incidentally, however, the republic acquired the possession of the island of Cyprus on the death of the last of the Lusignan line, who had married a Venetian wife.
In Milan, Francesco Sforza established his family securely in the dukedom, and procured from Louis XL the transfer of the allegiance of Genoa from France to Milan. But in 1480 the succession passed to a grandson, who was a minor; consequently the effective rule fell into the hands of Francesco Sforza's second son Ludoviov called II. Moro, whose personal ambitions prepared the way for later troubles.
In Florence, with its democratic government, Cosimo de Medici had acquired a complete ascendency. The friendly relations with Milan were maintained, and both these states gave their support to the establishment of the Aragonese dynasty at Naples. After Cosi-mo's death, there was an attempt to overthrow the Medici ascendency. It failed, and on the death of Cosimo's son Piero, the young Lorenzo de Medici, commonly called the Magnificent, became the recognized head of the state.
The immediate successor of Eugenius IV, in the Papacy was Nicholas V*, who failed to procure any active intervention in the West pn behalf of the Greek Empeire, so Constantinople fell while he was stilt Pope. He was followed, by the Spaniard, Alfonso Borgia, Calixtus III., whose sister's children, of aa Italian father